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CONFIDENTIAL PRAGUE 2848 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR PINS CZ 

SUBJECT: CZECH AMBASSADOR DESIGNATE TO U.S. 

REFS: A. DEPARTMENT A-7576, OCT. 2. 1974 
B. PRAGUE 2845 

1. EMBOFF INFORMED CANADIAN FIRST SECRETARY BONTHRON OF 
JOHANNES' PROSPECTIVE REASSIGNMENT AND WAS TOLD THAT AMBASSADOR HAD 
REPUTATION OF A "MISTER FIX IT". IN THIS RESPECT, JOHANNES WAS ON 

VERY CLOSE PERSONAL BASIS WITH CHNOUPKE WHOM HE HAD SERVED AS CHEF 
DU CABINET. OTTAWA SAW HIM AS "PIPELINE TO THE MINISTER" AND 
CONSIDERED HIM LARGELY RESPONSIBLE FOR IMPROVED CANADIAN-CZECH 
RELATIONS. PARTICULARLYIN AREAS OF DIVIDED FAMILIES AND TRADE. 
BONTHRON SPECULATED THAT AFTER SENDING "MISTER FIX-IT" TO IMPROVE 
UNSATISFACTORY BILATERAL SITUATION WITH OTTAWA. CZECHS INTENDED 
TO LET HIM TRY THE SAME IN WASHINGTON. 

2. BONTHRON SAID THERE WAS NO QUESTION AS TO JOHANNES' 

INTELLIGENCE BACKGROUND, BUT IMPLIED THAT THE CANADIANS HAD 
DEMANDED AND RECEIVED ASSURANCES FROM THE CZECHS THAT 
THEY WERE SENDING A "FULL-TIME AMBASSADOR." 

3. OTTAWA OFFICIALS DESCRIBE JOHANNES AS A "RELAXED" AND 
"OUTGOING"TYPE WHO "UNDERSTANDSAND APPLIES TO SUBJECTS 
MORE THAN DID HIS PREDECESSOR." 
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4. BIOGRAPHIC INFORMATION BEYOND THAT CONTAINED IN REF A: 

BORN AUGUST 21, 1933 AT DOBRA, CSSR. STUDENT OF INTERNATIONAL 
LAW AND FOREIGN RELATIONS IN PRAGUE AND MOSCOW. JOINED MFA 
IN 1958. PRESS ATTACHE LONDON 1961-1964. OFFICE OF FOREIGN 
MINISTER 1964-1969. CONSUL GENERAL SYDNEY 1969-1971. LAST 
ASSIGNEMTN BEFORE ACCREDITATION TO CANADA IN NOVEMBER 1974: 

CHEF DU CABINET IN MFA. SECOND WIFE, JINDRA, WAS BORN IN 1944. 

THEY HAVE TWO CHILDREN, DAGMAR (BORN 1968) AND PETR (1973). 

JOHANNES HAS FIFTEEN YEAR OLD SON BY PREVIOUS MARRIAGE WHO 
REMAINS IN PRAGUE. 
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